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Sam Ueberman COUNSEL
Chairman, Nevada State Democratic Party
1210 S. Valley View Road, Suite 114
Las Vegas, NV 89102,

^ Complainant,
" MUR*
N. V.

r-» Dump Reid Political Action Committee
2J 767 Benedict Drive
^ Las Vegas, NW 891 10; and
O
O Charles Muth
•"* Treasurer, Dump Reid Political Action Committee

767 Benedict Drive
Las Vegas, NV 891 10,

Respondents.

COMPLAINT

Complainant files this complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXl) against Dump Reid

Political Action Committee and Charles Mum, its treasurer, in his official capacity (collectively

•Respondents11) for violating the Federal Election Campaign Act, ("FECA"), as described below.

Respondents formed an unauthorized political action committee on August 17, 2009

entitled "Dump Reid Political Action Committee"; its name and distributed materials suggest mat

it was formed to oppose Senator Harry Reid, the senior senator from Nevada and Senate

Majority Leader. Respondents have made public coninuinicatioiis, attached hereto as

Attachment A, mat do not include a proper disclaimer as required by 2 U.S.C. §441d and 11

C.F.R.§ 110.11. Respondents have similarly neglected to mtiude a proper tisdaimer on their

and ̂ yyl4ympreid.com. Finally, Respondents include Senator

Reid's name in their committee name in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 432(eX4).
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A. LEGAL ARGUMENT

1. Background

When a federal political action committee distributes more than 500 pieces of mail mat

are identical or substantially similar, or any other form of general public political advertising, the

materials must include a proper disclaimer. See 2 U.S.C. § 441d(aX3); 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.26,

100.27,110.11(aXl). If the communication is not authorized by a candidate, the disclosure must

"clearly state the full name and permanent street address, telephone number or World Wide Web

address of the peraoo who paid for the communication and state tha^

authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.11 11 C.F.R. § 110.1 l(b)(3); see 2 U.S.C.

§441d(aX3). On printed materials, this disclaimer also "must be contained in a print^

apart from the other contents of the communication." 11 C.F.R. § 110.1 l(c)(2Xii). Accordingly,

any public communication distributed by Respondents that is not authorized by a candidate must

include three statements:

• A "paid for by" statement including the full name of the payor, such as "Paid for by

Dump Reid Political Action Committee";

• A statement mat die **W*II">I'M cation is not authorized by any Cflp^ii<ffltt? or candidate's

committee; and

• The political committee's website address, street address or phone number.

These same three disclaimer icqrirements apply to "all Internet websites of political committees

available to the general public," except mat the statement need not be contained in a printed box.

/</.§! 10.1 l(aXl).
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Additionally, unauthorized committees are prohibited from including the name of any

candidate in their committee names. See 2 U.S.C. § 432(eX4); 11 C.F.R. § 102.14(a); FEC Adv.

Op. 1995-9 (April 21,1995).

2. Disclaimer Violation for Printed Material

Respondents failed to include the necessary disclaimer on at least one public

O communication, attached hereto as Attachment A. While Respondents did include the

,_! statement, "Paid for by Dump Reid PAC" in a printed box on one page of these materials, this
rx
<N disclaimer docs not satisfy the requirements of 2 U.S.C. § 44Id or 11 C.F.R. § 110.11, for three
*T

!J reasons. First, the statement does not use "the full name" of the political committee-"Dump
O
HI Reid Political Action Committee11 - but instead an abbreviated version, in violation of 11 C.F.R.

§ 110.1 l(bX3). Second, while the committee's web address appears in other places in mis

mailing, it is not contained in the printed box with the disclaimer as required by law; nor does the

committee's street address or telephone number appear in the disclaimer box. Finally, it does not

state whether the communication is authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

3. Disclaimer Violation for Interact Websites

Respondents also failed to include the proper disclaimer on their websites. One of

Respondents websites, www.dumpreid.oDm. failed to include a proper disclaimer through August

27,2009. As of that date, the only disclaimer on the website stated "Paid for by Dump Reid

PAG." (As of the date of this complaint it has been altered and now appears to comply with

federal law.) As discussed above, mis disclaimer was insufficient

This website also links to another page, www-duTOpfrwrFYiWPV via a button entitled

"Blog" where Respondents report on men* activities. An image of ymnv.^ip^^yyy,^^ •« it

appeared on August 28,2009 is attached hereto as Attachment B. This website also appears to
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be paid for and operated by Respondents; yet this site continues to include no disclaimer

whatsoever, in flagrant violation of federal law.

4. Committee Name Violation

Respondents have included the name of a candidate in their committee name in violation

of 2 U.S.C. § 432(eX4). The name of Respondents' committee is the "Dump Reid Political

Action Committee." As plainly indicated by the content of Respondents1 website and political

advertising, "Reid" is the name of Senator Harry Reid, who is currently a candidate for federal

office. Senator Reid filed his Statement of Candidacy declaring that he was running for re-

election to the Senate from Nevada on July 5,2005. Respondents' use of Senator Reid's name

violates 2 U.S.C. § 432(eX4) even though they do not use his full name because the Senator is

clearly identified by the use of "Reid" itself. Sec FEC Adv. Op. 1995-9, citing Buckley v. Valeo,

424 U.S. 1,43 fii. 51 (1976).

B. REQUESTED ACTION

As we have shown, Respondents have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act By

failing to include the necessary disclaimers on their public communications, Respondents have

hindered the ability of voters to determine the true sponsor of these attacks on Senator Reid and

whether they are coordinated with other candidates. Respondents' unauthorized use of Senator

Reid's name also creates confusion. We respectfully request that the Commission investigate

these violations, and that Respondents be enjoined from further violations and be fined the

maximum amount permitted by law.

Sincerely,



Sam Lteberman
Chairman, Nevada State Democratic Party
1210 S. Valley View Road, Suite 114
Las Vegas, NV 89102

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this j&Hfey of >ff (Af 2009.

notary Public

My Commission Expires:

O
o
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It's tune to
do it again!
It's time to

In 2004,
conservatives
from across the
country banded
together and
sent Tom Daschle,
the Democrat * '
leader of the ,<**
Senate.
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